' PREFACE.                                      XV

times of tribes, confederacies, and states. Though
for a time unobserved, they continue to be the feeders
of language in ancient even more than in modern
times. Having followed for a time their own inde-
pendent course, many of these dialectic contributions
differ of necessity from the general character of the
broad stream of language into which they are ab-
sorbed. There are besides in every language what
may be called survivals, old-fashioned words and
forms which arc retained mif'lmnged in their time-
honoured character, while all the rest follow the
changing fashion of the day.

Contact of different languages.

Still moro violent disturbances are caused by the
historical contact and conflict between nations speak-
ing different or distantly related languages. The
wide difference between Old High-German, and Gothic
cannot be explained by the slow process of phonetic
decay only, but must bo accounted for by the contact
between Low German and High German tribes, and
finally by the political displacement of the former
by the latf.er. The English of Alfred would nover
have become the English of Chaucer but for the
wisuKnge it received by Danish and Norman con-
querors. Nor should wo be able to account for the
strange aspect of French, unless we know how Latin,
having suffered already by the ill-treatment of Hornan
legionaries and the Celtic inhabitants of Gaul, was